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Steam railways are as much a part of the scenery
of the top left-hand corner of Wales as the
mountains, lakes, forests and coastline they travel
past. The sight of heritage steam engines and
carriages on the Welsh Highland Railway heading
from Rhyd Ddu in the direction of Llyn Cwellyn,
with the whole panorama of the western flanks of
Snowdon behind, is one of the finest views to be
had anywhere in the world. Just as awesome is the
journey on the Ffestiniog Railway as it crosses Cei
Mawr; at 62 feet (19 metres) tall it is the largest
free-standing dry-stone wall in Europe. Combine
the two lines and you have the longest heritage
railway route in Britain, running for 40 miles

(64 km) from high in the mountains at Blaenau
Ffestiniog, down to the coast at Porthmadog and
then back up into the mountains, where it reaches
its highest elevation at 650 feet (198 metres)

near Pitt’s Head Rock (a natural rock, the outline
of which is said to resemble the profile of British
iEwl_’ime Minister William Pitt the Younger) before

ailways

beginning it’s graceful descent to the North Wales
coast at Caernarfon.

Given the beauty of the lines and the magnificence
of the engines and carriages upon them, it is

no wonder that visitors flock from around the
world to ride and enjoy them. However, long
before the railways became visitor attractions,
they were working lines, built to carry slate from
the quarries and mines in the mountains down

to the harbours at Porthmadog and Caernarfon.
The Ffestiniog Railway opened in 1836, initially
using gravity to propel the slate-filled wagons to
the sea, with horses pulling the empty wagons
back up to the quarries. The line was converted to
steam power in 1863. The Welsh Highland Railway
is a combination of two older lines, The Croesor
Tramway (1863) and the North Wales Narrow
Gauge Railway (1877) which for a time carried
passengers as well as slate. The last passenger train
ran in 1936 and the line was closed the following
year and remained so until restoration began in
1997 with the line fully re-opened in spring 2011.




Both the Ffestiniog and Welsh Highland Railway
can be accessed from Porthmadog Harbour. ..

Station. For information on other sta‘ti;ons-é:i-iﬁ 1r:
timetables visit www.festrail.co.uk;’ ;
email enquiries@ffwhr.com or = =
telephone 01766 516024.
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We are proud that all our new carriages are built 1
in our workshops at Boston Lodge by our own =
craftsmen. We are even able to take on young local
apprentices to ensure these skills are passed on for

the next generation. We were delighted that the

quality of our craftsmanship was endorsed when

first class Pullman observation carriage, ‘Glaslyn’,

was officially named by Her Majesty The Queen.
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P -l*" Our tra I'ns may be small but our welcome is huge!

"% Fromthe friendly chap in the car park who helps ) g
- find a space and who can give you some tips N the elsh hland Rallway Imagine

12|ng out at the stunning scenery

iwelunteers, giving their Ul .\{_\_.nndow w[iat a way to travel!
€ rallways are a at place to

V love their railway and theyywant you to

ind; this will gﬁyou time to explore as

are constantly investing in our earriages - as travel. There are, however, a myriad of

o is where you will spend most of shorterjourneys one way trips and circular tours
your visit so your comfort is important. In 2016, using other forms./of transport so we hope you
- we launched a whole new train with a beautiful will find a journey to suit you. There is a lotimore
| observation saloon,‘l‘(?tcher_l,_tpilet and some information on our website www.festrail.co.uk.
" modern standard class saloonsiwith double You can book many of our tickets and othe
glazing, heating and extra leg gvom. Three more services online.

new carriages have been added to the fleet in
-2017 with more on the way. Once on board, We look forward to seeing you
our stewards are there to look after your needs
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ach year around 360,000 people climb to the
summit of Snowdon making it one of the most
climbed mountains in the world. There are seven
3 y 0 3,000 ~ main routes to the summit ranging fromthe - ——
peight and a further 130 that aré"“r relatlvely easy walkmg Llanberis Path (9 miles,

09 r_ﬁ:e?c'FEg)._The tallest of th kmmggflculggg_Goch route (7 miles, —

hic 560 feet (1,085 met \ uires some scramblmg and a_%‘

anslatesas
he tomb". AII three nar _"r‘e sald f‘&‘refer S—-

‘bte true; however ‘there are few

t Fﬁﬁp‘poctumty to climb one

ﬂcthc—mountalns and'marvel at

his is the generlc Welsh name for the teglo -
Snowdonia. Eryri translates as 't ‘the Iand of eag e5'
“however, recent ev1dence-suggests 1tﬁay-ger' '
\ the Latin ‘oriri’ which simply me eans
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Both Nantmor and ‘Beddgelert stations on the .~
Welsh Highland Railway provide easy access to
The Fisherman’s Path,.a two mile (3.2 km) walk: -
which follows the river and waterfalls through
the, Aberglaslyn Pass. It is possible to disembark at
onesstation, walk the pass and then continue your
railway journey from the other station.

The Ffestiniog Railway runs through the-forests

high above the Afon Dwyryd: There are great walks
to be had in this valley with some fantastic views

out towards the coast. As it approaches;Blaenau
Ffestiniog, waterfalls abound, tumbling down the
steep hillside’ The train passes over:the foot of one
such watgrfall as it crosses the river before entering
TanygrisiagStatiGner =2 = « & b L
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ok 't he thp Ieft hand cgrn r fWaIes is bIessed with
;;"} nunierous rivers and wat.erfalls all of which add
i 1o the beauty of the reglonf One of the longest
h.,a_ls the Afon Conwy (Rlver Gon\qul) which:runs
1 = for.27 miles (43 km) from its- source hlgh in the
f ~ ‘Arenig Mountams,xthrough the phpular ‘th.I.l’lSt
. destination of Betws-y- -Coed and along the eastern
boundary of! t,hef Wdonla National Park before
* entering the'sea close to. Cdn,wy town and castle
;'_ . There are several scenic waterfalls al s le ngth
but perhaps the flnest of them all |sw\&i}%Falls
(Rhaeadr Ewynnol) which is located Jus£ Qr‘ﬂ'ji'
of Betws-y:Coedon the Afon LIugwy a t‘rj’outaq
wm of the:Afon Conwy A tourist attractlon sllnce the
- Victorian era, the Falls are p-robably seen at t;he:ﬁlr“f['q
- *'?’- best after. heavy'rain in early sp:mg or Iate attumn
when the surrounding trees are Ieaﬂes_s.;:_“

" Fat more Visible throughc;ut the year are the
beautiful cascades which déscend Cwm Llan,

e AR valley on the south side of Snowdon. Here, ; -_.‘J :
the foaming white water plunges into a series —
of rocky pools which run parallel to the Watkin ' -
Path route to the summit of Snowdon. The ‘--*;;I'f' =
water eventually feeds into the Afon Glaslyn, a {' JELe 2 e

river Whlch rnltlally flows:-calmly in the direction . | * - B
3 ), oy B
v 0f Beddg‘elert where it is joined by the Afon; Bt e
Colwyn a river that rises on thé western ﬁanks tds o “‘]'
of Snowdon From here, the river “enters a second’ :% ile
o s

phase of spectacular waterfalls, rocky casdadesf'

and pools as it déscends a narrow dentam pas.s‘* &, If-'__t.*_‘
to the Abergraslyn.(mouth of the GIastn)-prsegg.; [ ‘}%‘
the village of Nantmor. Often descrrbed‘ ‘as one of _}'J -'r_f_' Ay
the most beautiful and dramatic scenas in Brltaln -T_‘-" 15 :'-"1'-
you can view it all from the comfort of your ; e l f;u. =+

railway carriage, as the Welsh'HighIand Railwayi' AL
runs alongside the rlver aII the wayithrough the =
Aberglaslyn Pass. ‘“w{ 7_:;:':."2* x, _'3--'. '
Many of the rivers.fup aloﬁg the bottom of what' =
were once gIaaati?cl valleys Slich'; as the Afon-
Dwyryd in the Vale of F_f.estmlog The Ffestlnlog
Railway runs high along the valley srde wrtm
glimpses of the river snaking-out towards the

. estuary, beside which is PQ:-tmelrlo'n the fam /us'”"‘- -

-

Italianate village. == IS ,' "” A -
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Sectlons of the yAlll Wales Coastal Footpath’ can be
easily accessed from Dinas and Caernarfon stations -
“on the Welsh Highland Railway and Porthmadog
Harbour Station where Ffestiniog Railway and
Welsh Highland Railways me he Welsh Highland
line runs ‘coast to coast’ from Porthmadog to
Caernarfon and takes in the glorious scenery of the
Snowdonia National Park along the way. A circular
section of the coastal footpath also runs inland F
alongside the Afon Dwyryd to its bridge-crossing
_by the dellghtful vnllage of Maentwrog Access to.
d 4




May 2012 saw the official opening of the ‘All
Wales Coastal Footpath’; a long-distance trail
which follows, or runs close to, the coastline of
Wales. Its total length is 870 miles (1,400 km) and
it runs from Chepstow in the south to the mouth
of the River Dee near Queensferry in the north and
it is the first coastal path in the world to trace a
country’s entire coastline.

Over 350 miles of the route follow the coastline
of the top left-hand corner of Wales, including a
120 mile (193 km) stretch around Anglesey (Ynys
Mon) and 91 miles (146 km) around the Llyn
Peninsula. This latter route runs from Porthmadog
to Caernarfon and takes in the most north-
westerly tip of Wales overlooking Bardsey Island
(Ynys Enlli). In places, the path follows the ancient
pilgrimage route to Bardsey, which is reputed

to be the burial place for 20,000 saints. Bardsey

became an important religious site when Saint
Cadfan built a monastery there in 516, although
by then the island was already being used as a
refuge for persecuted Christians.

The coastal scenery around the Llyn Peninsula
with its hidden rocky coves, soaring sea cliffs and
stunning views is undoubtedly some of the finest
in Britain, as well as being a haven for wildlife.
bottlenose dolphins, porpoises and grey seals are
regularly sighted in the coastal waters of the Irish
Sea and red-billed choughs, Manx shearwaters
and puffins all nest in the region. From the highest
cliffs of the Llyn Peninsula on a clear day it is
possible to see the coastline of Ireland running
south from Dublin.
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It is just a T?ﬁfﬁdfé‘?tr@oﬂhmadog
Harbour Station to the attractive little port and
sandy coves of Borth y Gest. From here, footpaths
lead through the dunes to the delightful beaches
of Morfa Bychan, Samson Bay and Black Rock
Sands. From Caernarfon station, there are walks
along the foreshore of the Menai Strait and access
to the ‘All Wales Coastal Footpath’. It is an easy 40
minute walk from Dinas station to the Blue Flag
Beach at Dinas Dinlle...
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\ represents é ound al grounc  Dougla
'h ‘area within the park This is a mixture of native - ip .;; éet (Ggﬂ' re ; = 7 oun
wdhﬂland (predo X*’% - the Snowdonia National Park Centre at Plas TanSl
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BT

s fﬂlilli'lllﬂlﬁ f’v
ﬂlmm e







g N e

2isSNo s Beddgelert area. Although

| corner of Wa s and particularly within the the goats have existed in North Wales since the
823 square miles (2,130 km?) of the Snowdonia end of the last Ice Age 10,000 years ago, they
National Park. Otters now thrive in rivers such as are officially not ‘wild" but ‘feral’ as they were
the Glaslyn which flows south from Snowdon to domesticated about 8,000 BC by nomadic tribes
the coast at Porthmadog, polecat numbers are living within the area. -

on the increase and a population boom of ‘wild’
mountain goats, means they are regularly seen
grazing on the lower slopes of the Nant Gwynant

On the Isle of Anglesey (Ynys M6n), the number
of red squirrels have increased dramatically ove
the past twenty years: in 1997 there were just
40; today there are over 500 and a small number
have made it back onto the mainland and are du
living in woodland close to the Menai Strait. Goo

places to spot red squirrels are in the grounds

the National Trust property at Plas Newydd, Pla
Cadnant Hidden Garden and Newb:rough Forest.

Perhaps the most?xciting’wﬂ-dlife story in recent
years has been the return of breeding ospreys
to several locations within the region including
the Dyfi valley near Machynlleth and the Glaslyn
valley near Porthmadog, where osprey chicks have
been successfully raised every year since 2005.
Visitor centres are now open at both sites and nest
webcams beam footage of the osprey’s progress to
hundreds of followers around the world.

.

—
The Bywyd Gwyllt Glaslyn Wildlife visitor centre is
located next to Pont Croesor station on the Welsh
Highland Railway and is open during the day
* throughout the breeding season from April until
_ September. Walks from Beddgelert station on the
Welsh Highland Railway lead into Nant Gwynant,
where mountain goats are often seen.

The diversity of the Glaslyn estuary be5|de the - g i
Ffestiniog Railway at Porthmadog offers an '

excellent place for birdwatchers with a wide variety

of waders and wildfowls Tl thmadog station

signalman has wffom his box of any in

‘the country and can sp‘thtIeEgret fishing from A

his door| F'ﬁ . 4
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Victorian era while some of our older carriages and
wagons have been lovingly restored. What better
way to show them off than an event dedicated to
that wonderful era. And it is not just about trains
— watch the Victorian ladies promenade along the
platform, the cloth capped railwaymen riding the
gravity trains and visit the stalls of the Victorian
market. Porthmadog itself is a Victorian town and
its history is closely interwoven with that of the

y and several towns join in with

o IV ove’ -in the*
little bit extra to your visit, often
at no'extra expense! There is a comprehensive
programme throughout the schoolffqglidqgg_. =

Summer evening music specials are alwaf/’s-igf at
fun. Regular group ‘Dr Jazz’ return each year with
their fun evenings of foot tapping jazz at Tan y
Bwilch station. They are joined this August by rock
'n’ roll group, The Del Sharrons, who round off this
series of music trains. Come and enjoy the music
and tasty barbeque, let your*hair down and dance
out under the stars. These are' semi-outdoar events

so don’t forget yéy#yll
NI
2

.
B

¢ .

dren’s entertainers and evenings

SUMMEr of Fun’ .

| te, www.festrail.co.uk, or why not
follow us on Facebook for all the up-to-date news?

Away Events

Our ‘Away’ events are for a very different audience
as we introduce ourselves, the railways and the
wonderful area in which we live to people in
different parts of the country. You may well have
been given this magazine at such an event.

These events are very much about teamwork; local
volunteers will come and talk to you about their

ensured that everything is there to give a good
show. We often share our efforts Wi‘}h others, such
as sister members of the Great Little Trains of Wales
or other local attractions such as Portmeirion and
Llechwedd Slate Caverns. i,
" and the most frequently asked question — “How
did yod get it here?” Well, we couldn’t do these
t‘rllps without the support and care of our hauliers,
The Milner family from Stoke-on-Trent. They treat
our little trains with the greatest of care and never
blink when we suggest they take their lorry into
Kings Cross station at midnight or into the middle
of an indoor caravan show in Manchester. Then
comes the ‘Wallace and Gromit’ style shifting into
ition — you just wouldn't believe it! If this has
left you intrigued, have a look at this:
. www.youtube.com/watch?v=oFypvjlIGQGE.
are lots more videos for you to watch from
our in-house cameraman. Enjoy!




It is no secret that North West Wales contains
some of the most beautiful scenery within the
British Isles. The region has long been admired
and visited for its rugged mountains, waterfalls,
tranquil lakes, forests, seaside resorts, miles of
glorious sandy beaches, secluded rocky coves,
magnificent castles, historic mansions, heritage

steam railways, slate caverns and even gold mines.

However, the gardens of Snowdonia and North
Wales are not so well known and yet within the
region there is a stunning collection of world class
gardens to be discovered; gardens which thrive
because their westerly location allows them to
benefit from the warmth and moisture of the Gulf
Stream. Hard frosts are rare and droughts seldom
long, particularly in the coastal regions, making it
an ideal place to grow plants collected from every
corner of the world.

Some of the finest gardens within the region
include Bodnant Gardens, a National Trust garden
which has superb collections of rhododendrons,
camellias and magnolias and extensive views to
the mountains of Snowdonia from the west-facing
terraces; Plas Cadnant, a beautiful ten acre (four
hectare) private garden (now open to the public)
situated close to the Menai Strait on Anglesey

and lovingly restored over the past 21 years by

its owner Anthony Tavernor; and Plas Brondanw,
the ancestral home of Portmeirion architect Sir
Clough Williams-Ellis, which is surrounded by a
unique and very beautiful ‘garden of rooms’, with
each room given a different theme and bordered
by yew hedging and flamboyant topiary, which
also frame the sublime views of the surrounding
mountains. In late May and early June each year,
the gardens of the region come together to stage
a North Wales Festival of Gardens,
www.gardenstovisit.net



The gardens of Plas Brondanw
(www.plasbrondanw.com) are situated on the
outskirts of Garreg, Llanfrothen, which is a 30
minute easy walk from Pont Croesor station on the
Welsh Highland Railway. The gardens of Plas Tan y
Bwlch (www.plastanybwlch.com) can be accessed
from both Tan y Bwlch and Plas Halt stations on

the Ffestiniog Railway. The railways themselves are
justifiably proud of their floral displays, especially the
long flowerbed at Minffordd Station whichis lovingly
maintained by our volunteers and is an attraction in
its own right.




There are over 20 castles in the top left-hand
corner of Wales, some almost as intact as the
day they were built, others gloriously romantic
ruins hinting at past glory. Interestingly, despite
being well and truly in Wales, they are not all
‘Welsh' castles; a good number were built for the
English King Edward | as part of his ‘Iron Ring’ of
fortresses, constructed in the late 13th century to
subdue the Welsh and reduce the risk of rebellion
against English control. These castles include
Conwy, Caernarfon, Beaumaris and Harlech. Each
of these castles is strategically sited close to the sea

which enhances defence, provides a way of escape

and also a route for incoming supplies when under
siege. Perhaps the mightiest of all of Edward I's
castles is Caernarfon. Now a World Heritage site
visited by thousands of people every year, it was
the location for the investitures of ‘recent’ Prince
of Wales in 1911 and again in 1969 .

Welsh nghlar_1§l. ailway. Dblwy‘d
little more than a n-minute bus or.
Blaenau Ffestiniog stafonaonfﬁ'é Ffes
Similarly, Criccieth Castle is only a ﬁf.teen mi

or train ride from Porthmadog.” “} S e

And as you head up-the Vale of Ffeitmrogasﬂﬂu
travel on the Ffestiniog Railway, Loq‘k"‘back.t‘owards
the coast and-you will'see the stihpueﬁe‘etf Harlech
Castle guardlng the edge of Cafdlgan bay—« St s

True Welsh castles tend to date from an earlier

age and have associations with the original Welsh
princes, such as Criccieth Castle, which stands so
magnificently upon an imposing rocky prominence
above the coastal town of the same name, with
far-reaching views across Tremadog Bay. It was
built in the early part of the 13th century for
Llywelyn ap lorwerth (Llewelyn the Great), who
resisted English domination of Wales for over 40
years. Other castles built by the original Welsh
princes include Dolbardarn Castle which is located
by Llyn Pardarn near Llanberis and Dolwyddelan
Castle which lies to the north east of Blaenau
Ffestiniog and is said to have been built close
to an earlier castle which was the birthplace o
Llywelyn ap lorwert







~ The carrlage Lloyd Geor e travelled in '"rs‘s'till.'bwned
by-the Ffestimiog Railway and is in good working
..ffrder“The'Doﬁ le Fairlie locomotive, ‘David Hoydf~
84 George!, Was[ edlin his honour.

A short train, bu_s or car ride from Porthmadog
Harbour Station will take you to the seaside town
e of Criccieth and from there on to the village of
. i Llanystumdwy, where there is the Lloyd George
Museum. Tbe'fmal resting place and memorial to

Lloyd Geor.ge1 close to the museum and situated
vhere rlversrde pa’gb,s
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The history of the Welsh language spans more than throughout the year for adults wh
1,500 years and has its roots in the Celtic language Welsh as a second language. The ﬂ#" -
spoken during the Iron Age by Ancient Britons. Unlike:  /centre and café for those who SI Iw/ o visit ]
many ancient languages which have all but died out, '\ /'Nant Gwrtheyrn to find out more:abo history

Welsh is still in'‘common usage today and within the J.J of the area, enjoy the peaceful s and "
county of Gwynedd it is the first language for 66% of = soak up the sense of place.
the resident population. It is a unique and beautifully
descriptive language and stands at the very heart of supporters of Welsh language and eulture wa

much of the cultural activities of the region, including British Prime Minister, David Lloyd George (186
literature, music, song, dance, theatre and art. 1945). To this day, he is the only Prir Miqlist

v "Perhaps the greatest celebration of Welsh culture and to have been Welsh and to have spoker r;glis
Ian@uaﬁ‘é%d’ay is the National Eisteddfod of Wales, as a second language. He is Widely-Eonsidéred

~~anannual event heldz(}ery August in a different have been one of the top [TTEERTEIINEES

/ -. , location and attracting more than 160,000 VISIt(:)I’S  of the 20th century and:jcredi ed with [Byind
each year from all over the world. The Urdd National TICRTETE eIfaré (.

* * Eisteddfod is one of Europe's largest youth cultural | ‘supporting the |ntroduct|on oftate pen o

R festivals — every local §chool competes and it is very introducing state financi N port for the sick and
much part of the curriculum. i P A loyment

ks " the infirm, national insurance
The Eisteddfod is both a celebration and an “. insurance. Lloyd George, 'much of);!s’arly life in
+ encouragement for people to use and indeed ¥ LLanystumdwy and his la %\hﬁr@ h. Before 1
S , learn Welsh. On the north coast of the Llyn : becoming a politician, he trained and practisedasa
h « = Peninsula, within what was the old granite-mining *+ “solicitor, working out of offices in Porthmadog and ?":,1‘
community of Nant Gwitheyrn, Language Blaenau Ffestiniog and regularly using the Ffestimog'! v Vi
and Heritage Centre of;

ﬂ&.? Railway to get to his place of work: bf L

s : *"<

Perhaps one of the greatest advocat
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Llechwedd Slate Caverns which run quarry tours
both above and below ground, are just over one
mile (1.6 km) from Blaenau Ffestiniog station on
the Ffestiniog Railway. From Tanygrisiau station,
also on the Ffestiniog Railway, fascinating walks
lead through the ruined slate workings and
dwellings of Cwmorthin, a derelict quarrying
hamlet up in the mountains. From Beddgelert
station on the Welsh Highland Railway, a flat level
path of 40 minutes duration leads to the Sygun
Copper Mine, which runs underground visitor
tours. Paths from Tan y Bwlch station on the
Ffestiniog Railway lead to Plas Tan y Bwich, the
Victorian mansion and home of slate mine owners,
the Oakeley family.

On special occasions, it is possible to watch a -

reconstruction of a gravity train with original
wagons, which have been carefully restored by’
our volunteers.




e -
’thls p,ﬁft -Qf‘- ales! articular, y - . A
qwdowa is both ‘}{F%‘Iexa d A iy 'i
vari W|th r%cky-o ps (and indéed whole a . S N i.'a_- 1 u::_“ :
.' mguntarﬁk Eéc gﬁegentmg 3l peological E:nja"lf a milli tonnes 5 roof g“‘slates ‘;utJmore
perlo;i;,fmm the P rh rian 600 milli ' -
Jo t(fthe,lﬁ roei 150 mlll'bn ! t_
. _ . arry near ethesd?,
45 ‘rmﬂlcmarsfwﬁnowdon was an,. s RS o e dth
l‘b’ ﬁyyrce:the height it is today and1 o -Fﬁ} - £ F Q'akﬂlsy
stretched as far as Moel Hebog,..-»
twp miles to the west of the :
of Snﬁ\ﬁﬁqm}Glaqatlon from successive = - rtlcularl_y hlgh quallt_y a’hd;n,blg de
ééAgeﬂ'ﬁée- ‘ ' ed-and eroded the outlines - F- estlnlog ?‘allway provide‘d the |dee‘a’f*_
f the mount f ._d"'he shapes 0 the vhlleys i transport Iapge._q__antutres ﬁ-ﬂe;:que
are so_familiarto us today 3 v to ‘the herbouLat‘Porthm,adOjg Initially:
# iR L a gravity ,Imet-'i-‘rﬁmbf w'dq‘ong\pack !
“slates, r‘oTEd'down_the ]Trie;;ofte
ith just the skill of the bral
r ég_n*troh?ﬁ‘marln@sgy

. tead 2

stw«agb@reeth,gw fee@g tis _
rrylng of slate that has had t'he blggeﬁt' eff '

TR

gs rnlhe.'*gGO,s _soon ,@bé*rf_o o‘_ ed®

were“ﬂren exported a.@un
. th e gt{tmrosﬂpenty and lobs to % : ,
“the-area and wa the catal sb@-¢he burldlﬁ'gtof' - é, stinio
’che Ffestlmo_g__R@May as a means oﬂ‘transpom%.&o fe ;ﬁ’hh,wb
s Ate » from the hnfaimyﬁhe shlps‘ ——y

g ) By )



Legends
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Two of the railway i
and ‘Taliesin’, are named after characters from
Mabinogion”.




Numerous too are the locations associated with
him. Close to the Watkin Path on Snowdon is . ===
Bwich y Saethau (the Pass of Arrows) where
witis-hardly— —  Arthur was killed by arrows fired by followers
) Je mef his-treacherous son Mordred; far below the
bour d ythsarejust that—n yth*ca—l_b“u_%—pass-&uyn-l_lydaw the lake where it is said Sir

egends ... well legends are based on long ‘E_ Bedivere-threw Excalibur after Arthur’s death. On

aditional beliefs, : sometimes not fulty‘_‘—' ~ the m-east facing slope of Y Lliwedd is
= suthenticated, but nonetheless regarded by many___a cave-betieved by some to be the resting place
F .".‘..-...... d Dinas Emrys, an ancient
o he Nant Gwynant vaIIeyJust =

a: a_ssoaatlons with Merlin.._ .

......_...u, uster movie’
fingMedeLaw was

e K mg'!s_(i_Britain’ in 1136; 5 fearsome wart , maje: 'Z L
: s.recorded-in.several Welsh a| . 42

lea dlng the British fight against the mvadmg ogmrHsf ” W'. ta : _

erm g I&“Sa)';m}g in the fifth century. Welsh=5 =

: fences Arthur aresnumeFous rncludm
within ‘The Mabinogion’, a renbwned‘collec\tqdn of .
some of the earliest Welsh literature.
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Portmeirion is situated just one mile (1.6 km) from

Minffordd station on the Ffestiniog Railway.

Both a footpath and cycle track across The Cob
start from Harbour Stationdn Porthmadog. At
the opposite end of The«Cob, set in a quarry
which supplied much of the stone used in its
construction, is Boston Lodge, the engineering
works of the Ffestiniog and Welsh Highland
Railways.

Railway architecture has its own particular style
with even seemingly unimportant buildings having
fancy barge boards, finials and attractively shaped
roof tiles. Tan y Bwlch station house is one stch
example.

..in 1925 4Nh|ch mclud,ed"a‘relatlvely large house
o :-outbtf"ldmg”s and aVncteHan planted garden, all

"@ﬁ:f which had falf°e1¢ into neglect. Over the course <,

‘ of the next 50 years, he designed and built what _ _.{;ﬂ‘ PRy -_‘

is now thought of as one of the iconic fantasy &

architectural concepts of the 20th century and one -

that has been used as a backdrop for many films

and television programmes, including the cult -~

—_— =
. roofed cottages and farm buildings 1960s"TV series “The Prisoner I e
ructed with local materials, many tucked Just a stone’s throw from Portmeirion is a
0 the hillside to protect them from the wind. second architectural ‘tour de force’, and one that
ows-of terraced housing built for those working changed the landscape south of Snowdon beyond
“in the booming slate industry of the 19th century recognition. The Cob is a mile long (0.6 km) seawall,
‘together with large Victorian Gothic or Arts and built by William Madocks to provide a safe and
 Crafts mansions such as at Plas Tan y Bwich near reliable way of crossing Traeth Mawr, the estuary
| Maentwrog and Plas Glyn-y-Weddw near Pwllheli of the Afon Glaslyn river. Initially opened in 1811,
'show the effect of the Industrial Revolution. Whilst it enabled 2,000 acres (809 hectares) of land to be
“all three styles may be relatively common, there reclaimed from the sea and inadvertently created
; are several other architectural features within the a deep-water harbour, which became known as
- region which definitely stand out from the crowd. Madock’s Port, subsequently Porthmadog.
. Perhaps the most unusual of them all is Portmeirion, ~ The mile long wall carries the line of the Ffestiniog
i{_ﬁ"ﬁ?’* a flamboyant, Italianate-inspired creation, which Railway, the A497 road, a footpath and a cycle
R{g&ﬂ""# climbs from the shore line of the Dwyryd estuary track, and is an excellent vantage point for viewing

“resembling a village on the Amalfi Coast e birds, including ospreys that fish nearby.



‘Zip World" at Llechwedd is+just over one mile
(1.6 km) from Blaenau Ffestiniog station on the
Ffestiniog Railway, www.zipworld.co.uk

~___The slate workings of Cwmorthin are within easy
walking distance of Tanygrisiau station, also on the
Ffestiniog Railway. For ‘extreme caving’, ‘Go Below’
with their trained guides is great, -
www.go-below.co.uk

Traditional activities such as hill walking and
mountaineering have set hearts pumping in*
visitors togthe top left-hand cornef of Wales

for nigh on 200 years, but mare recefitly the
region has seen a whole new range of‘activities
“emerging that offer th'e' Qpp-oﬂunity for thrills
and ‘adrenaline-rushes’ of a.completely different
kind. Zip wires, high ropes, gigantieitrampolines,
toboggans and inland surfing are perhaps the
most extreme examples of this new wave of
tourist attractions and although not for all, they
are very popular and introduce a whole new
generation of visitors to the area. For many, it

is a gateway to a landscape they have never
experienced before and some then go on to
explore, discover and enjoy other aspects of
Snowdonia and North Wales. Not only that, these
new visitor attractions breathe new life into old
industrial sites that may have been ignored and
forgotten for decades; it is recycling on a grand
scale! Even the most ardent thrill-seeker cannot
help but gaze in awe at mountains of waste slate
and wonder about the industry and the workers
that created them.

‘The Slate Caverns’ at Llechwedd near Blaenau
Ffestiniog have become a mecca for those
wanting to take part in these adrenaline activities.

‘Zip World" have no less than three different
options here — ‘Zip World Titan’ above ground
and ‘Bounce Below’ and ‘The Cavern’ experience
underground, including hurtling on zip wires
through illuminated caverns deep inside the -
mountains, as well as three gianttrampolines

suspended in a cavern twice th&e of St Paul’s

Cathedral! Meanwhile, on the same site, ?
Antur Stiniog operate a world class downbhill
biking centre with five different routes from the
top of the quarries. The views are amazing, as

is the course! The world’s largest slate quarry,
Penrhyn Slate Quarry near Bethesda in the Nant
Ffrancon valley, is now home to ‘Zip World
Velocity’, the fastest zip line in the world and the
longest in Europe; it is 1706 yards (1560 metres)
long, drops 718 feet (219 metres) in height from
start to finish and those taking part reach speeds
of up to 102 miles (165 km) per hour!

Another thrilling activity is ‘extreme caving’.
Similar to potholing, it is organised by ‘Go Below’
and enters the subterranean world of Cwmorthin
slate quarry near Tanygrisiau. A little further
afield near Dolgarrog in the Conwy Valley,
you will find ‘Surf Snowdonia’, a brand new
inland surfing lake with artificial waves that
guarantee the surf is up whenever you arrive.
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There is access to good cycle routes from most
stations on the Ffestiniog and Welsh Highland
Railways and cycles can be taken on the train for
a fee of £3.00 (please book in advance 01766
516024). You don’t even have to bring your own
bikes as there is cycle hire in both Beddgelert
(Beddgelert Bikes) and Caernarfon (Beics Menai
Bikes) close to the station. From Caernarfon, you

can cycle south on the Lon Eifion Cycle Path, or
north along the Menai Strait to Port Dinorwic.




ou begin; also on site
a— -
s | b|ke hu'e a qafe &hop";plcmc area-and play -
equmeﬁi'bﬁyounger children. Both Beddgelert
\ H__-gajc_s_—ai;g’,nifq—gobd ‘off-tarmac’.
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On certain nights through the year, the Ffestiniog
Railway runs night time trains in conjunction with
special events such as jazz evenings, rock *n’ roll
concerts and, at the end of October, Halloween
trains all at Tan y Bwlich station, which is an
excellent location for stargazing.

In September 2017, the Welsh Highland Railway

is celebrating their connection with the Dark Sky
Reserve by holding their ‘Welsh Highland Stars’
event with a planetarium on site, walks, talks and,
of course, lots of trains. For further information on
all events visit www.festrail.co.uk



Those who regularly visit the top left-hand corner
of Wales have long been aware of the stunning
displays of stars that can be seen on clear nights,
especially when the'moon’is not casting its silvery
lunar glow. The reason stars appear so clearly
here compared to other parts of the British Isles,
is due to the lack of light and air pollution. To

the west of the region is'the unlit expanse of the
Irish Sea, whilst the central mountainous regions
within the Snowdonia National Park are relatively
unpopulated and what towns there are tend to be
small and clustered around the coast.

In recognition of this fact; on 4th December 2015

- . Snowdoniawas awarded ‘International Dark Sky

Reserve’ status; joining only-nine.ot'her regions .

across the world with the same status — an

~ exclusive club indeed, which includes members in’
.New Zealand, Namibia_in Africa and Canada.

]

Same of thg easily accessible low-level locations
within the region which offer good star-gazing
opportunities include, Llyn Dinas and Llyn
Gwynant to the‘east of Beddgelert, Rhyd Ddu to
the west of Snowdon, Tan y Bwich to the north of
Maentwrog and Coed y Brenin Forest to the south
of Trawsfynydd.

Both the Ffestiniog and Welsh Highland Railways
travel thr'ough the heart of the ‘International.Dark
Sky Reserve’ and there is plenty of accommodation
in the form of holiday cottages, hotels and B &Bs
along the way from which excellent views of the
stars can be obtained. For further information visit
www.gonorthwales.co.uk . :

»



We hope you have enjoyed reading about
Snowdonia and North Wales in this edition of
‘Steaming through Snowdonia’ and we hope we
can welcome you to the region very soon. As you
have seen within these pages, there is so much

to see and do here in the top left-hand corner of
Wales and undoubtedly something for everyone, be
you seven or seventy, looking for a relaxing holiday
or a pulse-racing experience. When it comes to
accommodation, you really are spoilt for choice;
take your pick from campsites, glamping pods,
caravan parks, farmhouse B & Bs, holiday cottages,
town apartments, guest houses, hotels and spas.

The following information should help you to plan
your trip.

BY ROAD

The A55 expressway from Chester is the main route
into North Wales with connections off the M56.
For those travelling from further south, the A5 runs
from the end of the M54 and the A470 comes up
from South Wales. These are main trunk roads but
remember once you have left them, the pace of
life is slower in North Wales - that’s why you want
-~ tovisit - so give yourself a little extra time as the
= roads are a little slower and you need time to stop
and take in those views!
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BY PUBLIC TRANSPORT

Did you know that Llandudno Junction is only
three hours by Virgin Trains from London and two
hours from Manchester? Once in Wales, there are
a number of great value rover tickets which mean
you can explore by bus and train from just £10 a
day. Why stare at the road ahead when you could
be taking in the view? If you are coming from the
Midlands, the stunning Cambrian Coast line will
bring you from Birmingham via Shrewsbury, right
into the heart of Wales.

REALLY USEFUL WEBSITES

Ffestiniog & Welsh Highland Railways:
www.festrail.co.uk

Public Transport:
www.arrivatrainswales.co.uk
www.virgintrains.co.uk
www.traveline-cymru.co.uk
www.bigtrainlittletrain.com

Accommodation, attractions and things to do:
www.gonorthwales.co.uk
www.visitmidwales.co.uk
www.visitwales.com
www.walescoastpath.gov.uk

WW\ALLShowmeg_les.go uk

"De5| and‘lo f ‘ﬁelp‘from Snowdonla Des:gn‘&Pnn "
— -

e 3 =




___ Ul oy oF yagymy |
| SUF) 000 upLgBT

2FAOG MolioR] RYIG
oy oy EXETEEE
doyg 1sanbay 0
BoIEsS ® &
ATAATIVHE DOINILSTES orawwes
AVAMITIYH ONYITHDIH HST13M EXsssss

\ E@uum pup | B
sing wdpopliaqy |

- HAAYINNYAA
P et N

unipunf suptipiion o1 K
oupy %__3._ Amuos 3
| } ol




III|IIH|| I

201 7 6969" >

1” tiniog & W Isfﬁlghland Railways

Q "’_91766 516024 meftouk

3




